
Then vs Now: A Time Before 
 

The year is 2047, the Eco-Friendly Act has been active for just over 15 years now. 
I wonder sometimes if life would be better with all that new tech they banned, but 
then I look at my history books and realise that humanity would’ve died out if we 
had continued the way we were. 

My name’s Emma. I'm writing this as an essay for my history project at school. 
I'm 15 years old. Before the Eco-friendly Act in 2032, people were animals. They 
were horrible to each other. Girls calling other girls names because she couldn't 
afford the newest designer clothes, boys fighting other boys because they want a 
girl to like them. It was hellish.  

The worst part about it all was that they knew they were killing the planet, and 
they did nothing. Nothing at all. All advancements in new tech were harmful and 
toxic to the environment and even the people who tried to change things were 
quickly shot down by government officials because they couldn’t profit from it. 

The Act was only put into place after the 2029 Great Pacific Garbage Patch grew 
so large that it started to affect major businesses, halving the income for those 
who deny there was a problem.  

The Eco-Friendly Act meant that we could no longer participate in the usage of 
fossil fuels, we could no longer cut back the forests for use in industry. We were 
forced to co-exist with nature.  

This brings us to where we are now. Skyscrapers are overgrown with flowers and 
vibrant plants, as all new buildings must incorporate vertical gardens to combat 
the toxic greenhouse gases that have been pumped into our atmosphere for 
generations. We now use a mixture of solar, wind and wave power to supply 
electricity worldwide via the new Nikola Tesla Wi-Fi grid to provide greener 
energy for next to nothing. Our restored symbiotic relationship with the planet is 
only just beginning. However, we now hope for a future together.  
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